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in South Wales, which was 1,12,000 in 1937 was reduced to
32,000 in 1947.
The development taking place in other depressed areas is
nearly similar. In North-east England 40 new factory pre-
mises have already been completed and 520 projects ars under
consideration. In West Cumberland in Northern England 9
newly built factories have started production. In Scotland 61
new works have been put into commission since the end of
the War. In making these areas accessible to new industries it
has been necessary to build roads, clear away rubble, uproot
brushwood and lay electric cables. The idea working behind
the whole of this effort is that the old traditional industries
should be supplemented by new branches of production so as
to make the industrial structure of the depressed regions more
balanced and varied.
From the social point of view the expansion and growth
of mono-nucleated industrial cities like Bombay, Calcutta,
Ahmedabad and Kanpur, with their factory areas acting as a
gravitational force to suck up the population of the surround-
ing regions, threatens to undermine the very foundations of
human society and culture. These human bee-hives have
grown around an industrial nucleus just like a snow-ball; as
places of human habitation they are a negation of everything
human. Kanpur is the biggest city in the UP.; its popula-
tion is now nearly 8 lakhs, but it does not possess a good
public library containing reference books l&e the one at
Allahabad or a good hospital like that of Lucknow.10 The
entire importance of the town is tied up with its factories and
connected activities.
Discussing such mono-nucleated industrial towns from
the point of view of public health the Bhor Committee Report
observes: "The filth and squalor which we saw in Kanpur or
the bustees of Calcutta are indescribable. A dark dingy room
about 8 feet square, built in such a manner that neither light
nor air can enter it and with as many as eight or ten persons
not infrequently living in it, represents the type of living
accommodation which workers have to accept in these con-
gested industrial centres. Washing and bathing facilities as
well as latrine accommodation are often non-existent ....
10 One is now being built up and equipped*